There has existed for a long time a controversy relative to the etiological significance of the amcebse in dysentery, and though much has been written about the amoebae yet very much still remains unknown.
Government Laboratories in Manila (No. 18, October, 1904 There are certain differences in the resistance of different cultures of amoebas to certain physical and chemical influences.
The cultivation of pure species of amoebas has offered strong evidence of the plurality of species of these protozoa, and this plurality apparently extends to those which produce infection in man.
The transient appearance of amoebas in the normal intestine is a much rarer occurrence than it is generally believed to be, and their persistence in this location without the production of lesions for a time greater than that of the known latency of some cases of infection has not been shown.
Other evidence brought forward to show the harmlessness of amoebas is not conclusive, and certainly in the tropics the appearance of amoebas in the stools should be sufficiently diagnostic for the institution of therapeutic measures regardless of the nature of the clinical symptoms.
Infection in the colon of monkeys follows tlie feeding of amoebas under certain described conditions, and such pathogenic ones may be cultivated from a number of sources.
In one instance amoebas cultivated from the dysenteric intestine with a certain bacillus produced clinical amoebiasis by ingestion in man ; while the cultures of this bacillus alone failed to produce such symptoms.
Amoebas are the etiologic factors in the disease generally known as amoebic dysentery, and by following the methods described in this paper, such amoebas may be oduced monkeys and man by tlie ingestion of these cultures Anicebas may be reclaimed by culture from tlie stools or the intestinal ulcers."
